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beautiful song. The whole forest of 
Vrajdham was intoxicated with the 
sweetness of this most auspicious 
evening and thus within the heart 
of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead Sri Shyamsundar awoke 
the desire to enjoy the beautiful 
Lila of the Rasa Dance with His 
most beloved Gopis.

In Sridham Mayapur, identical to 
Vrindavan dham, pilgrims turn up 
in huge numbers. It’s a festival 
they’re most familiar with as they 
come on this holy expedition 
to have their most spiritual 

experience.

Devotees of ISKCON Mayapur 
most aware of the significance 
of this festival decorate beautiful 
dancing deities of Srimati Radha-
rani and the Asta Sakhis, each with 
their own Madhava, set up on the 
platform just below Sri Sri Radha 
Madhava’s altar. The Vaisnavas 
make sweet rice and many other 
milk sweets for the pleasure of Sri 
Sri Radha Madhava on the night of 
Their Rasa-lila to offer to the Lord.

Rasa Purnima also marks the first 
of Sri Sri Radha Madhava’s week-
ly elephant processions in May-
apur. During this festival, Their 
Lordships come out of the temple 
and go on a procession around 
the Mayapur campus on the back 
of an elephant. Sri Sri Gaura Nitai 
from Srila Prabhupada’s Bhajan 
Kutir also come along and lead the 
procession. The harinama party 
leads ecstatic kirtans as the Lords 
proceed around the campus. 

As Their Lordships move about, 
auspicious mantras are constantly 

being chanted by the Mayapur 
gurukula boys, along with the 
sounds of their conch shells. 
Other gurukula boys play the 
vibrant drums, electrifying the 
atmosphere, announcing the 
arrival of the Lord. The whole 
pathway is illuminated by lamp 
light and all of ISKCON campus is 
lit up with lights.

On the pathway, the community 
devotees design stunning rangolis. 
Using coloured powders, chalks, 

bhagavan api ta ratrih 
saradotphulla-mallikah

viksy- a rantum manas cakre
yoga-mayam upasritah   

Sri  Kṛṣṇa is the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead, full in all op-
ulences, yet upon seeing those 
autumn nights scented with 
blossoming jasmine flowers, He 
turned His mind toward loving af-
fairs. To fulfill His purposes He em-
ployed His internal potency.    - S.B 
10.29.1

On this most sacred and holy 

evening on the full moon night of 
the month of Kartik,in the forest 
of Vrindavan the moon starts 
rising on the eastern horizon. It 
is a beautiful golden color and 
all around the atmosphere is 
surcharged. The sky; it seems as 
if it is painted by the beautiful 
golden illuminating aura of the 
moon. The birds are singing with 
sweet sounds; most pleasing to 
the ears. The wind in its charming 
way is blowing through the 
leaves and the trees are singing a 
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mineral paints, flowers, cow dung, ganga mud, and fire. The devotees create breathtakingly stunning offer-
ings. They also get the opportunity to prepare different cuisines to offer to their Lord.

The Supreme Lord Krishna is thus playing upon His flute for all of us. He is calling each and every one of us 
to enter His divine Lila simply, and this is how his devotees reciprocate. Due to the mercy of Sri Caitanya Ma-
haprabhu and Srila Prabhupada, we have the knowledge to receive Krishna’s pastimes in the correct manner 
and relish it’s sweetness.

By gradual development of transcendental knowledge, one can rise to the stage of the transcendental arts 
of music and dance displayed by the Lord in His rasa-lila. But without having the Vedic knowledge one can 
hardly understand the transcendental nature of the Lord’s rasa dance and music. - Srila Prabhupada on Rasa 
Lila, SB - 2.2.4.
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Odana-sasthi
 The First Day of Winter

“At the beginning of winter, there is a ceremony known as 
the Odana-sasthi. This ceremony indicates that from that day 
forward, a winter covering should be given to Lord Jagannatha.”
-  Sri Caitanya Caritamrta, Madhya-lila16.79, purport
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of fourty-eight minutes. After 
Pundarika Vidyanidhi begged for 
Their forgiveness, the Lords mer-
cifully glanced at Pundarika and 
went back to Their temple. Upon 
waking up, Pundarika felt that his 
face was swollen, and bore the 
imprints of the Lords’ hand marks. 
He understood this to be the pure 
mercy of the Lord, and thus upon 
seeing his swollen face, laughed 
with great joy.

sabe na janena 
sarva-dasera prabhava

krsna se janena 
yanra yata anuraga
bhramo karayena 

krsna apana-dasere
bhramac-chedo kare 
pache sadaya-antare

“No one can understand the glo-
ries of the Lord’s servants. Only 
Krishna knows their attachment 
for Him. Krsna sometimes bewil-
ders His devotee, and then, feeling 
compassion for him, He destroys 
his illusion.”
Although Pundarika Vidyanidhi 
was a great devotee, when he en-
acted the pastime of finding fault 
in the devotees of Lord Jagan-
natha, the affectionate Supreme 

Lord performed one pastime to 
destroy his staged illusion.

- Sri Caitanya Bhagavata, 
antya-khanda texts 120-121, 
translation and purport 

Once, Srila 
Pundarika 
Vidyanidhi 
and Srila Svarupa Damodara came 
to Jagannatha Puri and saw the 
festival of odana-sasthi. On this 
day, the Lord is offered new cloth, 
and from that day forth, the Lord 
should be offered winter clothing. 
This cloth that was offered to the 
Lord was directly purchased from 
a weaver and was not washed 
before being offered.  According to 
proper injunctions to be followed 
when worshipping the deities, the 
purchased cloth should first be 
washed to remove all the starch, 
which is considered impure, and 
then it can be used to cover the 
Lord. 

Seeing this, Pundarika Vidyanidhi 
became very angry; thus his mind 
became polluted. Speaking to Srila 
Svarupa Damodara, Srila Pundar-
ika Vidyanidhi criticised the be-
haviour of Lord Jagannatha’s ser-
vants, asking why they would offer 
starched cloth to the Lord. Svarupa 
Damodara tried to pacify Pundar-
ika Vidyanidhi with gentle words, 
saying that it was simply how it 
was done, and surely if the Lord 
was not pleased, He would have 
stopped it; the characteristics of 
the Supreme Lord are beyond the 
jurisdiction of worldly etiquette. 
Pundarika Vidyanidhi was still not 
satisfied. 

That night, Lord Jagannatha and 
Lord Baladeva came to Pundarika 
Vidyanidhi in his dream and be-
gan to slap him, chastising him for 
criticising Their servants and the 
way they worshiped the Lord. This 
chastisement went on for a length 
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The King who could devour 
Mountains

hantāyam adrir abalā hari-dāsa-
varyo

yad rāma-kṛṣṇa-caraṇa-sparaśa-
pramodaḥ

mānaṁ tanoti saha-go-gaṇayos 
tayor yat

Pānīya-sūyavasa-kandara-kanda-
mūlaiḥ

Of all the devotees, this 
Govardhana Hill is the best! O My 

friends, this hill
supplies Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma, as 

well as Their calves, cows and 
cowherd

friends, with all kinds of 
necessities-water for drinking, 

very soft grass,
caves, fruits, flowers and 

vegetables. In this way the hill 
offers respect to

the Lord. Being touched by the 
lotus feet of Kṛṣṇa and Balarāma,

Govardhana Hill appears very 
jubilant - CC Anta lila - 14.86

Mount Govardhana is best 
amongst the vaishnavas, 
facilitating Krishna and the cows to 
perform their wonderful pastimes. 
He is also called Giriraj because he 
is the best of the mountains.

The residents of Vrindavan were 
simple, their duty was agriculture. 
They had numerous of cows and 
bulls who would graze upon the 
grass provided by the fertile soils 
of the hill, their agricultural farms 
spanning over many acres would 
depend on Giriraj as a source of 
nourishment, just like a
devotee depends on Krishna for 
mercy.

In Chaitanya Charitamrita it is 
found that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

referred to Govardhan as 
Haridev. So he never rose above 
Govardhana an

The Odana-sasthi festival is 
described in great detail in Srila 
Vrndavana Das Thakura’s Sri 
Caitanya Bhagavata, Antya-khanda 
10.

In Rajapur Jagannatha Mandir in Sri 
Dham Mayapur, Lord Jagannatha 
also follows the same custom that 
bewildered Pundarika Vidyanidhi 
five hundred years ago, and is 
beautifully dressed in starched 
cloth on Odana-sasthi. On this 
day, devotees come from the Sri 
Mayapur Candrodaya Mandir 
and the surrounding villages to 
have this very special darshan of 
Lord Jagannatha. There is ecstatic 
kirtan, wonderful katha and 
delicious prasadam. The Odana-
sasthi festival is most definitely 
a favourite winter festival in Sri 
Jagannatha Mandir. 
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Gita Jayanti 
The Topmost Knowledge Divulged

“Anyway, print books, distribute profusely, and that will be the best preaching work. 
What will your three minutes; preaching do?—but if they buy one book, it may turn 
their life. So make this your important task, to print our books…and distribute widely, 
and that will please my Guru Maharaja. Never mind it takes little time to make progress, 
our process is slow but sure, and we are confident that if we continue in this way we 
shall go one day back to home, back to Godhead.”
- Srila Prabhupada in a letter to Bhagavan das, Vrindaban, 5 November 1972

5244 years ago, on the battlefield of Kuruksetra, the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna 
delivered the most confidential and topmost knowledge to Arjuna, a warrior prince, 
and to humanity at large, in order to help all devotees understand the purpose of life 
and the way to surrender to Him. Every year on the anniversary of that day, devotees 
of Lord Krishna gather and recite the Bhagavad Gita. 

In Sri Dham Mayapur, around 700 students from the Bhaktivedanta Gita Academy 
organize a huge Gita Jayanti festival. They go for Mangala arati, then bathe in the 
Ganga before going to the festival pandal. A beautifully decorated yajna Kunda is set 
up, and oblations are offered into the fire during the recitation of the Sanskrit verses 
of the Bhagavad Gita. On average, over 4,000 devotees gather in one place to recite 
the Bhagavad Gita in unison. The atmosphere is surcharged. After the recitation of the 
Gita, a delicious feast is served.
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The devotees organize a five-day festival. Various sanyasis, senior brahmacharis and 
qualified dignitaries speak on the importance and relevance of practicing the teachings 
of Gita, in morning and evening. In between, they engage in various interactive activities 
such as going for parikrama, quick quiz competition, and Question and Answer session.

This year was the 23rd-anniversary celebration. It first started out celebrating with 
only 20 devotees, whereas this year, approximately 2100 came from around the world 
to attend this festival. The devotees fasted until noon, went to Ganga to bathe in her 
holy waters and chanted Harinama-sankirtana which was held in the evening.
                                      
During this time, many copies of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad Gita As It Is are also 
distributed to the visiting pilgrims. A Gita Book Marathon takes place and devotees 
take part in distributing Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita to visitors. This distribution 
is a combined effort of many of the Mayapur community devotees, as well as some 
visiting devotees from around the world. Everyone helps in the distribution of the 
Bhagavad Gita As It Is. Even little children.
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In the Sri Mayapur International School, there is also a Gita Jayanti festival, where all 
the students and teachers gather and recite the Bhagavad Gita. In this way, this most 
auspicious Gita Jayanti festival is wonderfully observed in Sri Dham Mayapur by all the 
devotees of Sri Krishna.
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BOWLS OF KITCHARI DISTRIBUTED

66,000

NUMBER OF VISITORS STAYING IN 
MAYAPUR GUESTHOUSES

107,121

PLATES OF PRASADAM DISTRIBITED

479,053

NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 

654,504
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PLATES OF PRASADAM DISTRIBITED

479,053

NUMBER OF PILGRIMS 

654,504

Tukaram wife doing Lakshmi puja

One day when Tuka came home 
Jija was performing Lakshmi 
Pooja at home.

He asked her what she was do-
ing and she replied that she was 
doing pooja for Rukmani.

He then asked her what the oc-
casion today was and why she 
was suddenly doing this.

Jija then told him that some as-
trologer had told her that if she 
does this pooja, she would get 
more wealth.

Tuka then told her that whatever 
wealth is needed for their family, 
Vitthal would give it to them and 
she need not do all this for gain-
ing wealth.

Jija then told him that he was 
praying Vitthal and that she was 
praying Rukmani his wife and 
there is nothing wrong with it.

Tuka then told her that what she 
was doing was kamyartha bhak-
thi (praying god and expecting 
something in return) and that 
one should not do that.

She dint listen to him and con-
tinued with her poojas.

After a few weeks she suddenly 
got some money.

She bought new clothes for the 
kids and herself, got back the 
jewels that were mortgaged.

That day when Tuka came for 
lunch he saw the changes at 
home and asked her what had 
happened.

She then told him that she had 
reaped the benefits of doing Laksh-
mi Pooja and went in to bring food 
for him.

On hearing this Tuka went out 
without even having his food.

Jija thought that he would be angry 
and return in the night.

It was 3 days and he still dint re-
turn.

She knew that he would go to 
Pandharpur very often without in-
forming her and thought that he 
would have gone there.

She waited for a few weeks and 
then it was more than a month now 
and Jija really started worrying.

She then decided to go to Pandhari 
and started her journey.

Pandharpur is almost about 
300kms from Dehu.

She searched for him there and 
couldn’t find him.

She then asked the other sadhus 
there if they had seen him.

They said that they have not seen 
him in Pandhari for more than a 
month now.

Jijabai was really worried now and 
dint know what to do.

She then went inside the temple 
prayed to Vitthal and spend the 
night in the temple and go back to 
Dehu the next morning.

That night Vitthal came in her 
dream and told her that Tukaram 
was in Dehu and also showed her 
the hill where he was sitting and 
singing his abhangs.

He also told her that he has not 
been having food from the time he 
left home.

The next day morning Jija left for 
Dehu, climbed up the hill to the 
place where Tukaram was seated. 
(We can even today see this place 
in Dehu)

She found him seated on the stone, 
and found that he was very weak 
with beard grown over his face.

His voice still had the same energy 
and was loudly singing the praise 
of god.

She folded her hands and stood in 
front of him with tears in her eyes.

When Tuka finished his abhang, he 
saw Jija standing there and asked 
her why she had come there.

He also said that he now wanted 
to be isolated from the world and 
wanted to sing about Vitthal.

Jija asked him how she and her 
children would live.

Tuka then told her that, now that 
she does Lakshmi Pooja, she has 
the money to run the family and 
does not need him any more.

Jija then burst in to tears and told 
him that it was Tuka who was more 
important for her than the jewels 
and the money.

Tuka then asked her to distribute 
all the wealth to the poor and asked 
her to come back to him as earlier.

She then went back home did the 
same and came back to Tuka.

Tuka then sang some abhangs to 
advice her. He then came back 
with her to their house.

source - http://www.bhagavat-
am-katha.com/tukaram-wife-do-
ing-lakshmi-puja/
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Management 
Notification

As Reported by Mayapur Communication Office

Dear Mayapur Community Residents

On Behalf Of The Mayapur Executive Board And The Mayaur Administrative Council We Would 
Like To Share With You Highlights From Their Mid-Term Meeting Held In Sridham Mayapur In The 
Month Of October 2019.

As Always, The Management And Executive Bodies Of Sridham Mayapur Are Keen To Keep The 
Community Informed And Engaged With The Decision Making Process And Key Resolution Passed 
That Influence The Direction Of Expansion Of The Vision Of Sridham Mayapur As Being The 
Spiritual Capital Of The World.

Attendees
H.h Jayapataka Swami Basu Ghosh Das
H.h Bhakti Charu Swami Anuttama Das
H.h Gopal Krsna Goswami Hrdaya Caitanya Das
Devakinandan Das Dayaram Das (Oct. 20Th Afternoon)

Akincana Balaram Das (Note Taker)

Next Meetings Dates
Annual February 3Rd To February 6Th, 2020(Monday Through Thursday)
Mid Term 31St October - November 3Rd, 2020 (Saturday  Through Tuesday)

Devotees
Dayaram Das
It Was Resolved That The Meb Approves Dayaram Das’ Request For An Meb Leave Of Absence For 
One Year.

Meb Secretary

It Was Resolved That The Current Secretary, Nrismhananda Das Will Continue As Official Meb 
Secretary And Will Be Ably Assisted By Akincana Balaram Das As The Recording Secretary.
Policies & Decisions
Policy That Devotees In Management Do Not Engage In Business
The Land Business Committee (Hrday Caitnaya Das, Devakinanda Dasa, Hari Lila Dasa And Madhava 
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Gauranga Das) Will Present To The Meb At The Annual Meeting In Feb 2020, A Policy That All 
Devotees In Management Positions Do Not Engage In Business Dealings Whilst Holding Such 
Managerial Positions. The Committee Can Seek The Input Of Other Meb Members, If Required In 
Order To Shape The Policy Further.

Meb Chairperson Election And Terms Of Office
An Election For A Chairman And Vice Chairman Of The Meb Will Be Held Every Two Years, And 
There Will Be No Term Limits.

It Was Resolved That Anuttama Das Will Be The Meb Chairman For Two Years Effective From The 
February 2020 Meeting.

It Was Further Resolved That Devakinandan Das Will Be The Meb Vice Chair For Two Years 
Effective From February 2020 Meeting.

Departments
Esco

It Was Resolved That The Meb Accepts Resignation Of Bhima Das As The Head Of Esco.
  
Accounting
Division Contributions
The Meb Has Requested The Mac To Reassess The Contributions Made By Mayapur Divisions To 
Central Mayapur Funding.

Other
Meb Annual Meeting 2020 – Meeting With The Mayapur Management 
It Was Resolved That During The Next Meb Meeting, One Day Will Be Reserved For Meeting With 
The Following Groups:  Divisional Heads, Mcs, Brahmacari Council, Followed By A General Istha-
Gosthi In The Evening For The Whole Mayapur Community. Hrday Caitanya Das Has Been Tasked To 
Plan The Meetings On This Day In Coordination With Meb Chair And Vice Chair
Vote Of Thanks
The Meb Would Like To Pass Their Vote Of Thanks To The Following;
The Mac For Hosting The Meeting And Their Services.
Nrisimhananda Das And Akincana Balaram Das For The Secretary Services.

Mayapur Iyf Youth Itt Team For Their Itt Work In Enabling Better Financial Reporting.
Resolution For Meb Bi-Yearly Visit To Department Is On Hold
It Was Resolved That Visiting Departments By Meb Members During The Meb Meeting Is 
Suspended Until Further Notice.
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“He Built a House in Which the Whole World Can Live"

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness has already constructed a big temple 
at Māyāpur, Navadvīpa, which is being visited by devotees from all parts of the world, as 

foretold by Lord Caitanya Mahāprabhu and anticipated by Śrī Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura.
- Sri Caitanya-caritamrta - Adi-lila Chapter 10
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